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ICT enablers and ICT learning Five factors are identified that are present in the development of good ICT learning
opportunities opportunities in secondary schools:
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Each of these five enablers are necessary, but not sufficient in themselves to provide
good ICT learning opportunities, although good ICT learning opportunities increase
significantly as the number of ICT enablers in place increases.
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RS EUCHER b s Secondary schools with a high number of ICT enablers in place usually had good
general leadership and good general teaching, so providing a sound foundation on
which to build their ICT capability.

In secondary schools, ICT teaching tends to precede ICT leadership followed by ICT
resources. This differs from findings in the primary study where ICT development followed
a logical progression in which ICT leadership preceded ICT teaching. However, the findings
do suggest that ICT resources are not being wasted in those secondary schools that are
not yet able to make effective use of them.

As with primary schools, however, there is a necessary concern for those schools which
do not have the base levels of leadership and teaching on which to build.

The analysis also reaffirms that the provision of good ICT learning opportunities is
not dependent on the socio-economic background of schools and the prior attainment
of pupils.

Although there is still a great deal of work to be done in improving the ICT learning WWW. b e Cta .O rg o u k/re S ea rc h

opportunities available to all, an increasing number of schools and pupils from a full
range of backgrounds now have the chance to harness the benefits of ICT in teaching . .
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As with prev.ious reports,'the ana!ysis is based on statistical association and so cannot can be downloaded from the Becta Research website - as can For the past three years Becta has conducted extensive
prove a particular causality (that is, whether one factor causes or helps to cause another supporting data in the form of tables of correlation between Ofsted

factor). However, it does give further credibility to the conclusion that the impact of ICT grades and QCA attainment data.
is dependent on how it is used in the classroom.

research analysis aimed at exploring the relationship
between schools’ use of ICT and pupils’ achievement in

The complete findings about the relationship between ICT resources Q Becta national tests and examinations. This leaflet present
and school standards, published as part of the DfES/Becta research GUIOIEN WESE & 2% GO 9 lEEllar ol
and evaluation series, are also available from the Becta Research website. ICT Resea rCh key findings from the report Secondary Schools -

ICT and Standards.
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Teaching and ICT learning opportunities

Becta’s latest evidence about ICT and standards in secondary schools is based on a detailed analysis of the results of The quality of ICT resources varies between secondary schools. Schools with good, or better, general teaching are typically more likely to offer good

Ofsted inspections and QCA data on schools' performance in national tests for the academic year 2000-01.The analysis
focuses on the quality of the opportunities to learn with ICT provided to pupils, and whether there is any link to
improved standards. The findings support the case that ICT can help to improve teaching and learning in our schools.

The full findings are published in the report Secondary Schools — ICT and Standards. This leaflet provides a synopsis
of the main findings. Information about how to obtain the full report is given at the end of this summary.
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ICT learning opportunities and pupil achievement

‘ICT learning opportunities’ refers to the amount and quality of opportunities
provided by a school for pupils to develop their ICT experience. Good ICT learning
opportunities exist where ICT has been used effectively to enhance the learning
process and the specific learning objectives in a lesson. This requires awareness by
teachers of how ICT can enhance pupils’ learning, and the appropriate selection
and management of ICT resources to meet pupils’ curricular needs.

The first graph on the left shows the relationship between ICT learning
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Good ICT resources must be present for a secondary school to offer good ICT learning
opportunities to pupils, although good ICT resources alone will not guarantee good ICT
learning opportunities.

Pupil achievement is higher where ICT learning opportunities are good or better, supported
by good ICT resources.

Of course, the presence of ICT resources in a school does not automatically have an impact
on achievement.The key factor is whether ICT is used effectively in teaching and learning,
and in particular whether pupils have good quality opportunities to learn with ICT.

School leadership and ICT learning opportunities
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learning opportunities in ICT.

There is also an association between good teaching and teachers’ knowledge and
understanding of ICT both at Key Stage 3 and GCSE.There is generally a greater incidence
of very good ICT knowledge and understanding when general teaching is good.

Once again, pupil achievement is higher where ICT learning opportunities are good or
better, supported by good teaching.

ICT teaching and ICT learning opportunities
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